
By Sgt. 1st Class Robert Timmons

4-1 Inf. Div., Public Affairs

BAGHDAD – When President George
W. Bush ordered troops to “surge” into
Baghdad he was not just sending Soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines, he was also
sending little-known teams of reconstruc-
tion experts as well.

One of those teams operates out of
Forward Operating Base Falcon with the
4th “Dragon” Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, in the south-
western Rashid District of the Iraqi capital.

These small teams, known as

Embedded Provincial Reconstruction
Teams, are made up of workers from the
U.S. military, State Department and the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

Timothy Zuniga-Brown, who heads
the EPRT in the Dragon Brigade, said his
team serves as advisors to the Iraqis.

“We are a small team that works at the
brigade and regimental levels,” said the
Carson City, Nev., native. “This gives us
better visibility and better understanding of
what the Iraqi government can do to bring
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Friendship Bracelet
2nd Lt. Robert Plummer, from Anniston, Ala., a platoon leader with
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, slides a plastic
bracelet on the arm of an Iraqi girl during a patrol in Baghdad’s
Rashid District June 10. The 2-12th Inf. is currently attached to the
4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Inf. Div. 

(Photo by Maj. Kirk Luedeke, 4-1 Inf. Div. Public Affairs Officer)

Raids Net 18 Suspects

By Maj. Randall Baucom

1-1 Cav. Div. Public Affairs

CAMP TAJI, Iraq -- Multi-
National Division - Baghdad
Soldiers conducted three raids in
northwestern Baghdad, detaining 18
suspects as well as weapons and
equipment June 21.

Soldiers from the 1st “Ironhorse”
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division conducted three early morn-
ing raids, targeting terrorist cells
believed responsible for improvised
explosive attacks in the region.

Soldiers from Battery C, 1st
Battalion, 37th Field Artillery conduct-
ed an air assault raid on a residence
determined, by intelligence sources, to
be an insurgent safe house near the
town of Shammar Jarba. Four suspects
were detained for questioning, includ-
ing those suspected to be responsible
for IED attacks on Highway 1. 

Near the village of Al Awad,
Scouts from Headquarters Company,
2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment
conducted a dismounted raid on a sus-
pected insurgent safe house. Inside the
home, the Soldiers detained five sus-
pects, including one suspect believed
to be responsible for coordinating car
bomb attacks against Coalition Forces
in an area west of Taji, Iraq.  The
troops also seized a high-powered
rifle, a pistol, a rocket-propelled
grenade scope and a flare gun.

West of Kem village, Soldiers
from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 8th
Cavalry Regiment conducted a dis-
mounted raid on another suspected safe
house.  Nine suspects were detained.  

All of the suspects are being
detained for further questioning.

Teams Working with Residents
to Reconstruct Rashid District
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Mortar Systems, Weapons
Seized in Eastern Rashid

4-1 Inf. Div. Public Affairs

BAGHDAD – Multinational
Division-Baghdad Soldiers discov-
ered two caches during clearing
operations in the eastern portion of
the Rashid District of the Iraqi cap-
ital June 21. 

Troops from Company A, 1st

Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment,

attached to the 4th Infantry Brigade

Combat Team, 1st Inf. Div., seized

a cache consisting of 12 AK-47

assault rifles, 15 AK-47 magazines,

12 60mm mortar rounds, four

82mm mortars, 60 anti-personnel

mines, one mortar tube, one PKM

machine gun with 150 rounds, 12

motorcycle batteries, switches,

wires and an unknown amount of

black powder, fuses and rocket-

propelled grenade boosters.

Meanwhile, Soldiers of Co. C,
1st Bn., 38th Infantry located another
cache nearby which contained 15
RPG rounds.

Coalition explosive ordnance
disposal units destroyed both
caches.

Protecting Adhamiyah Together
Sgt. Joshua Caiado (right), a scout with Company C, 1st Battalion, 26th
Infantry Regiment, and a Soldier from the 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade,
11th Iraqi Army Division pull security during Operation Tiger Hammer,
a combined cordon and search operation in Adhamiyah June 7. 

(Photo by Sgt. Mike Pryor, 2-82  Abn. Div. Public Affairs)



peace and stability to their own
country.”

The team, comprised of
seven people with technical

expertise in various areas such
as governance, security and
economics, has been on the
ground for almost two months.

“It is premature to see
noticeable changes,” Zuniga-
Brown said. “But we have seen
changes for the better.” He said
the district council holding its
own meetings and the Doura
Market revival are two exam-
ples of Iraqi growth in the area.

In December 2006 there
were three shops open in the
Doura Market, while today there
are more than 250. More than
$100 million has spent so far on
rebuilding projects throughout
the Rashid District, which the
team is responsible for. 

While the work was start-
ed by the military, Zuniga-
Brown said the civilian teams
will eventually help the Iraqi
government stand on its own.

“Brigades have lots of
knowledge and understanding
at this level, but their main task

is to fight and help the Iraqis
win this war on the military
side,” he said. “But, it’s clear in
this conflict, especially when
dealing with counterinsur-
gency, a lot of components are
civilian – the Iraqis sending
supplies to their own people,
listening to their own people
and putting together the
requirements for a civil society
to be stitched back together.”

Currently, the team has
been working with the Iraqi
city manager’s office to help
them deliver needed supplies.

“It’s a challenge for
them,” he said. “Expertise was
lost. We have been able to help
them through training by
USAID and by bringing in
experts from the states.”

Memphis, Tenn., native,
Lt. Col. Tom Kurlick, deputy
commander of the team, said
the team is trying to rebuild the
Iraqi infrastructure.

“We are trying to rebuild

that area at the lowest levels,”
said the civil affairs officer
with a medical background. He
said the biggest help, so far,
was the brigade accepting them
into the family and helping
them get to Rashid District
Council meetings whenever
they needed.

“(They) started to lay the
groundwork,” he said of the
brigade leadership. This
groundwork allowed the team
to integrate well with their
Iraqi counterparts.

“They were looking for part-
ners and welcomed us,” he said. 

The military was there to
help address the security
problems, but they needed
help addressing their other
problems, as well, Zuniga-
Brown added.

“We are in an advisory
role, a helping role,” he said.
“Bottom line – the Iraqis need
to do it themselves and they
understand it.”
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Reconstruction Advisory Team Work with Iraqis

By Capt. Robert Feldmeier

2-1 Inf. Div.

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq – Iraqi Army
Staff Judge Advocate (JAG) lawyers
work with their Coalition counterparts to
improve the efficiency and quality of the
Iraqi Army’s legal care and treatment of
detainees.  

Two Iraqi Army judge advocates
visited the 2nd “Dagger” Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division
June 3.  Maj. Russell Jackson, the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team (BCT) Judge
Advocate, hosted Lt. Col. Ali
Abdullwahid Hadi, the 6th Iraqi Army
Division’s  Staff Judge Advocate and
1st Lt. Amrow Badeea, the 1-6th Iraqi
Army Brigade’s Legal Advisor.  Both
are attorneys who advise their com-

manders on military law.  The visit
was aimed at assisting the Iraqi offi-
cers in the performance of their duties
and to build another bridge of cooper-
ation between the U.S. Army and its
Iraqi partners. 

The meeting dealt with a wide vari-
ety of topics to include the rule of law,
speedy trials for Iraqi Army detainees
and prevention of the abuse of detainees
in Iraqi custody.  Ali briefed the Dagger
Brigade legal team on the new Iraqi
Military Penal and Military Trial
Procedure Codes, to be used in Iraqi
Courts-Martial.  

Both Iraqi codes have many similar-
ities to the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, which has provided American
military personnel with a fair and speedy
trial process for more than 50 years.  The

Iraqi Army has been operating without a
fully functional Courts-Martial system
since U.S. forces repealed the military
justice structure enacted by the former
regime.  Ali said he hopes that the new
codes will promote military discipline
and allow for the fair and judicial pun-
ishment of offenders.

Jackson said he appreciated the can-
dor of the military advisors.

“They gave us our first real look
into the challenges the Iraqis are facing
in an attempt to establish good order
and discipline within their armed
forces,” he said.  Jackson added that the
meeting was a great first step in estab-
lishing a working relationship between
the two legal teams, hoping to build a
strong partnership on which follow-on
units can continue to build.

U.S., Iraqi Counterparts Build Bridges on Military Law

Lt. Col. Joseph Birchmeier
(standing), commander of
the  BSTB, 4th Inf. Bde.,
briefs Maj. Gen. Joseph F.
Fil, Jr., MND-B and 1st Cav.
Div. commanding general
on essential services proj-
ects in Rashid June 4. 

(Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Robert Timmons)
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Just Horsing
Around
Spc. Adam Byrd, a trooper
with the 1st Cavalry
Division’s Horse Cavalry
Detachment, attacks a
burlap sack with a saber
during a mounted cavalry
demonstration at the 60th
annual Rodeo Killeen
June 1 at the Rodeo
Arena in Killeen, Texas.
Members of the horse
detachment demonstrated
all the skills needed by
horse cavalry troopers
during the 1880s, includ-
ing rifle and pistol marks-
manship, riding ability
and saber skills. 

(Photo by Sgt. Robert Strain, 1st Cav. Div. Public Affairs)

By Sgt. Cheryl Cox

1st Cav. Div. Public Affairs 

BELTON, Texas – With
decorations of red, white and
blue throughout the room,
Soldiers from 1st Brigade Special
Troops Battalion enjoyed a day
of food and conversation at the
Belton Senior Center June 14. 

Beginning in February, the
senior center has been a part of
the Adopt-A-Unit program
with the 1st BSTB. 

“There was a story on the
TV that showed Soldiers con-
cerned about the lack of support
they seemed to have from the
people back here at home,” said
Elaine Murray, the Belton
Senior Center director. “We
decided that there was some-
thing we could do to help change
this perception of the people in
the Fort Hood area and we start-
ed a card campaign.”

With the campaign, cards

are distributed throughout the
surrounding areas and filled out
with scriptures, words of sup-
port or just a simple thank you

and then mailed to the Soldiers
in Iraq, Murray explained. 

Since the campaign started
and the senior center got
involved with the
“Centurions,” there have been
several visits by members of
1st BSTB to the senior center
for lunch and conversation
with the seniors, some of
whom served in the military.

“The Adopt-A-Unit pro-
gram is really for the Soldiers
and the community,” said Sgt.
1st Class Mark Bolden. “It
gets the community involved
and shows the Soldiers that
people other than spouses and
Soldiers care about them.”

The cards that are being
prepared to be sent to the
Soldiers currently in Iraq offer
words of support and thanks. 

“In 1991, during one of
my deployments, I received a
box filled with letters and stuff
from people back in the

states,” said Bolden. “Once I
read through the letters, I start-
ed writing to the people who
had contacted me. It wasn’t
until 2005 that I lost contact
due to changing duty my sta-
tion and misplacing the
addresses in the move. It real-
ly meant a lot to me that so
many people were out there
supporting what I do.”

One of the things that
made Murray want to be a part
of the card campaign was
reflecting back to her hus-
band’s return from Vietnam. 

“I remember him coming
home and no one supported
the Soldiers,” she said.
“Patriotism needs to be visual
and not just something in
your heart. Regardless of
political views, we have to
support our Soldiers. Without
them, the United States
wouldn’t be the United States
as we know it today.”

Fort Hood Soldiers Visit Belton Senior Center

Pvt. Oteka Roberts (cen-
ter), of Headquarters Co.,
and Pfc. Alejandra Cardoza
(right), of Company B, 1st
BSTB, speak with Zed
Lancaster, 81, during a
visit to the Belton Senior
Center June 14.

(Photo by Sgt. Cheryl Cox, 1st Cav. Div. PA) 
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B
eing in the military, we have to
prioritize our lives. We have to
decide what basketball games
we can make and what nights

we must work late (right, as if we get a
choice in the matter). Unfortunately, this
means that we don’t get as much time
with our families as we would like. 

Serving the government is demand-
ing, but I don’t have to tell you that.

Most of us will be spending at least
a year away from our families, but who
can imagine spending six years away
from them, just two weeks after getting
married to your newly pregnant bride?

That was the case for the lead char-
acter in the Universal Pictures film “The
Good Shepherd.” Edward Wilson
(played by a serious Matt Damon) was a
sharp, extremely patriotic student and a
member of the elite secret society “Skull
and Bones,” who was willing to do any-
thing for his country. This is when he is
recruited to work for the Central
Intelligence Agency.

This was also where Edward had an
unfortunate encounter with Angelina
Jolie’s character, Clover, which resulted
in her getting knocked up and him being

forced into a loveless marriage. There
wasn’t a shotgun pointed at him by her
father but you got the vibe that he wasn’t
too happy about the arrangement. 

Actually, he wasn’t really horrified
to be leaving right away. He thrived in
the CIA, gaining power and rank, over
the years, while gaining distance from
his newly-formed family.

Edward was never able to find the
balance between work and family and
much to Clover’s dismay, Edward Jr.,
followed in Daddy’s footsteps. This little
twist leads to quite the tangle in the latter
part of the film.

The picture jumps back in forth
between the 1940’s and the 1960’s, and
Edward doesn’t look that much different
as the years float by, so if you don’t pay
attention, you are going to fall through the
cracks and end up completely lost. (Going

from blond to blond with a little bit of
grey is not enough of a difference to dis-
tinguish between the dates without seeing
the numbers printed on the screen.)

The story was interesting. The cor-
ruption, the loyalties, the betrayal and the
secrecy pull you in … if you are paying
attention to the flashbacks. 

At the same time though, this movie
is incredibly long and drawn out. Some
scenes, definitely, could be pulled. 

Also be warned, don’t watch this
film just to see Angelina Jolie. She is not
pretty at all in this film. She is whiney
and unflatteringly clad in polyester with
a strange hue of dirty blonde hair. At
some points, you want to scream at her to
shut her mouth. 

“Look, we know you’re mad!”
“That’s what you get for marrying

someone in a secret society!”
“Stop yelling!”
But yelling at the screen doesn’t work.

It just makes your neighbors mad. (Sigh)
Anyways, if you are a patient person

curious about the secret world behind our
government, you will enjoy this flick. If
your not, then don’t watch it.

(3 out of 5 stars)

Random Review
By Sgt. 

Nicole Kojetin

Good Shepherd, Bad Family Man

(Background Courtesy of Universal Pictures)


